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Biographies 
 

 

Subhabrata (Rontu) Basu 

National Board Member, Indo-Canadian Business Chamber 

Subhabrata (Rontu) Basu, is based in Mumbai. Rontu is a banking professional with over 30 years 
experience in the financial sector and has worked in senior positions with DSP Merrill Lynch, ANZ 
Grindlays, Jardine Fleming, Commerzbank and Deutsche Bank. His experience in investment banking 
covered industry and company analysis, business and equity valuation, financial structuring, primary 
capital market transactions and Mergers & Acquisition Advisory, across diverse industry sectors, 
including, FMCG, Information Technology, Clean Tech, Industrial & Media. He was part of the core team 
which set up Commerzbank’s branch in India and established its corporate banking operations. In his 
stint with Deutsche Bank Private Banking he was responsible for conceptualizing and executing the 
bank’s wealth management strategies targeted towards entrepreneurs and professionals in the 
Information Technology and Media sectors.Rontu has also had a long stint, in Middle-East region, in the 
financial consulting and corporate finance area, with an international accounting and consulting group. 
He played a key role, in the launch of the Strategy and Business Consulting practice of Quest, in 2004, 
and has led several India entry strategy assignments across, education, media and publishing. He has 
also been the “India Country Advisor” to the Schulich School of Business, York University, Toronto, since 
2005 and has helped them formulate and execute their India strategy and presence.He is the current 
National Board Member and Immediate Past President of the Indo-Canadian Business Chamber (ICBC) 
and through this association, is active in the India-Canada corridor, covering trade, investment & 
institutional linkages.Rontu has a Bachelors Degree in Commerce from the University of Bombay and a 
Diploma in Accounting Studies from Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK. He also holds an Accounting 
Technician Certificate from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India.Rontu is a keen badminton 
player, having represented his club in tournaments on several occasions and enjoys trekking and the 
outdoors. 
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The Hon. Baljit S. Chadha, P.C. 

President, Balcorp Ltd. 

The Honourable Baljit Singh Chadha is a highly respected and successful entrepreneur, philanthropist 
and engaged citizen. Born in Bombay (Mumbai) in 1951, Mr. Chadha obtained his undergraduate science 
degree (B.Sc.) at the University of Bombay before immigrating to Canada. He obtained a Diploma in 
Business Administration (DBA) at the Richard Ivey School of Business at the University of Western 
Ontario and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from Concordia University in Montreal. He also 
holds a corporate director certification (ICD.D) from the Institute of Corporate Directors. Beginning with 
just a rented desk and 100% borrowed Capital, Mr. Chadha founded his own business, Balcorp Limited, 
in Montreal in 1976, later opening offices in Bombay and New Delhi. Balcorp is now an international 
marketer of a broad range of products, services and technologies, with a particular expertise in trade 
and development between North America and India. Mr. Chadha is known for his depth of knowledge 
and expertise in international trade and strategic planning, both within his own company and across the 
breadth of his growing global business interests. In 2003, the Right Honourable Jean Chrétien, Prime 
Minister of Canada, named Mr. Chadha to the Security Intelligence Review Committee, as well as to the 
Queen’s Privy Council of Canada. 
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Hon. François-Philippe Champagne  

Minister of International Trade, Government of Canada 

François-Philippe Champagne was elected the Member of Parliament for Saint-Maurice-Champlain on 
October 19, 2015. A few weeks later, he was appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Finance of Canada, a position he held until January 10, 2017, when he was appointed Minister of 
International Trade of Canada by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. Businessman, lawyer and international 
trade specialist, François-Philippe Champagne has more than 20 years of experience in large 
international companies, particularly in the field of energy, engineering, and innovation. He was Vice-
President and Senior Counsel of ABB Group, a leader in cutting-edge technology that operates in more 
than 100 countries. Later he served as Strategic Development Director, acting General Counsel, and 
Chief Ethics Officer and Member of the Group Management Committee of AMEC, a world leader in the 
energy sector. In 2009, he was named Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum. He has also 
served on several boards over the years, including Incheon Bridge Corporation (South Korea), C3E 
(Center of Excellence in Energy Efficiency), and was President of the Canadian-Swiss Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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Vijay Chandok 

Executive Director, ICICI Bank Limited 

Vijay Chandok is an Executive Director on the Board of ICICI Bank. Mr. Chandok joined the ICICI Group in 
1993. In his 23 years with the ICICI Group, he has worked in corporate banking, prior to leading the SME 
business and the International Banking Group. He was also the Head of ICICI Bank’s Retail Assets and 
Rural & Agri Banking Group and Vice Chairman of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited in 2008-2009. 
He also led the integration of the erstwhile Sangli Bank with ICICI Bank. He is on the Board of ICICI 
Investment Management Company Limited, ICICI Bank UK PLC and ICICI Bank Canada. He also chairs the 
ICICI Investment Management Company which managed the Emerging India Fund and Private Equity 
Fund.Under Mr. Chandok’s leadership, ICICI Bank has won awards for being India’s Best Bank in SME 
financing (private sector) in 2008 (by Dun & Bradstreet) and the Asian Banker Award for Excellence in 
SME Banking in Asia Pacific, Central Asia and Gulf Region in 2009.In the International Banking space 
(IBG), Mr. Chandok has been focusing on strengthening the Bank’s franchise across overseas locations 
(16 locations including subsidiaries in UK & Canada) through leveraging the economic corridors between 
India and the rest of the world, initiating and developing banking relationships with MNC corporates and 
building a stable and diversified international funding base. During his tenure, IBG has won several 
awards including The Best Borrower from India by Finance Asia for four consecutive years (2012-2015) & 
Dun & Bradstreet’s Best Bank in Private sector for International Business Development consecutively for 
five years (2011-2015).He holds a Master’s degree in Management Studies from Narsee Monjee 
Institute of Management Studies, Mumbai. He also holds a Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from the Indian Institute of Technology (Banaras Hindu University), Varanasi (formerly IT-BHU).Mr. Vijay 
Chandok is responsible for the SME business, Commercial banking and the International Banking Group 
of the Bank. 
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Benoit Daignault 

President and CEO, Export Development Canada 

Benoit Daignault joined EDC in 2004. Prior to his appointment as President and CEO in February of 2014, 
he served as Senior Vice-President, Financing and Investments after serving as Senior Vice-President, 
Business Development. Before joining EDC, Mr. Daignault spent more than 10 years with General 
Electric Capital, where he held increasingly senior positions in both Canada and the U.S. Mr. Daignault 
has a Baccalaureate in Business Administration from l’École des Hautes Études Commerciales in 
Montreal and is a CFA charterholder. He completed the Proteus program of the London Business School 
and the Senior Executive Program of Columbia University. He currently serves on the boards of QG100 
and the Conference Board of Canada. 
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Ipsita Dasgupta 

President, Corporate Strategy & Incubated Businesses, Star 

Ipsita Dasgupta is President – Corporate Strategy and Incubated Businesses at Star. Aside from heading 
group strategy, her mandate includes leading Hotstar International and Sports Leagues- specifically the 
Pro-Kabaddi League, the second most watched sport in India today. Ipsita’s work experience spans 
across the U.S., China, India and South-East Asia and across multiple sectors, including technology, 
general industrials, and consulting. Her focus at Star, along with Strategy, is to drive and grow the 
international digital business for Star and grow the Sports League Business. “The foundational strength 
and adaptive nature of high growth businesses establish their scalability and sustainability in the long 
term. To achieve this, it is essential to be able to see around corners and distil market signals from the 
noise.” Ipsita was the Chief Commercial Officer of GE South Asia and Greater China where she was 
responsible for strategy, new product and solutions, marketing and strategic customer accounts across 
GE businesses. She led ‘In India for India’ growth programs, sales force effectiveness for the region, and 
was responsible for GE Bangladesh. Prior to joining GE, Ipsita Dasgupta was Managing Director, Smart 
Connected Communities – Emerging Businesses, focused on developing business opportunities in 
Emerging Markets, specifically focused on the global, emerging middle class. Ipsita joined Cisco from 
IBM, where she worked since 2002, and has spanned strategy, marketing and operational roles in the 
U.S. and India. Some of her roles included building and driving marketing strategies and practices for 
IBM’s global hardware, software and services businesses; creating and leading IBM’s global senior 
consulting Center of Competency out of India; leading and strengthening IBM’s competitive 
intelligence/strategy practice for Corporate Headquarters. Ipsita holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Mathematics and Economics from Columbia University, and a Masters in Business Administration from 
the Harvard Business School.  

Board memberships and affiliations: 

• She is a member on the board of Regional Advisory Council at Acumen 

• She is on the HBS Club of India Board 

• She was on the American Marketing Association 
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Nadira Hamid 

CEO, Indo-Canadian Business Chamber 

Nadira Hamid started her career with the ITC Group of Hotels, looking after their corporate affairs across 
India. In order to capitalize on her entrepreneurial skills, she started her own company Lafance Overseas 
Private Ltd which dealt with Human Resources and Structural Steel Detailing. She then moved on to 
managing corporate affairs for Mitchell Group (an Australian Based company) for India and Bangladesh. 
In her present role as CEO of the Indo- Canadian Business Chamber, she exhibits her strong background 
with top level Government and Industry players for their engagement in the India- Canada space. She is 
also responsible for facilitating trade promotion between India and Canada, nationally and on 
international forums. 
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Henry Han 

Executive Director, International Markets, International Business Development Division, Province of 
British Columbia 

Henry Han holds over 15 years of international experience across all three levels of Government in 
Canada having worked in progressive managerial roles. He has worked overseas in both Beijing and 
Seoul with the Canadian Embassy and across Canada in Ottawa, Victoria and Vancouver. He has touched 
a number of files from immigration, intergovernmental relations, to trade and investment. He is 
currently the Executive Director of International Markets with the Ministry of Jobs, Trade and 
Technology with oversight for BC's trade and investment offices located in the US, London, India and 
Southeast Asia. Henry and his team are the Province's lead with respect to trade and investment for 
international markets. Henry was born and educated in BC, he holds a Bachelor of Political Science from 
UBC and lives in sunny Vancouver with his young family. 
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Patricia Koval 

Chair, Canada-India Business Council 
Pat is a corporate director and currently serves as the Chair of the Canada-India Business Council. She 
recently retired from Torys LLP, a major Canadian law firm, where, among other things she co-founded 
and co-chaired Torys' India Group. Her practice focused on mergers and acquisitions, corporate finance, 
securities law and public company governance. She led a number of major international acquisitions 
involving Indian and Canadian companies. Pat graduated from the JD(LLB)/MBA programme at Osgoode 

Law School and the Schulich School of Business and has an Honors BA (Economics).  

 

 

 

 

Sukesh Kumar 
Partner, KPMG in Canada, KPMG LLP 

Sukesh is an audit partner with KPMG and has over 18 years of experience. As the National Leader of 
KPMG’s India Practice in Canada, he is actively involved in the Canada-India Business Corridor. His key 
area of focus is to assist in trade and investment opportunities between Canada and India. He is actively 
engaged in policy dialogue on promoting trade between Canada and India. Sukesh is also actively 
engaged with Federal and Provincial Trade Commissioners in India to discuss trade and investment 
opportunities and visits India on a regular basis throughout the year. 
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Kashmira Mewawala 

Head – Business Development & Chief Ethics Counsellor   

Mrs. Kashmira Mewawala has rich experience of 32 years in the Financial Services industry as  part of 

the TATA Group. Currently she is Head - Business Development &Chief Ethics Counselor with TATA 

Capital Financial Services. As a part of the Senior Leadership at TATA Capital she is also a member of the 

Operations Committee, the Chief Grievance Redressal Officer, member of the TATA Capital Fraud Risk 

Management Committee, part of the TATA Capital Diversity Council and past Chairman of the TATA 

Capital Committee for Prevention of Sexual Harassment.Kashmira commenced her career in 1985 as a 

Management Trainee with Tata Share Registry Limited (currently known as TSR Darashaw Limited), 

which services the large shareholder base of the Tata Group Companies and others, including 

multinationals. She was also on the company’s apex Administrative Committee, responsible for policy 

formulation and overall functioning.Over the years, at industry level, Kashmira was a member of the 

Committee for the roll out of the Depository System constituted by the securities market regulator - 

SEBI, a member of the Operations Advisory Committee of Central Depository Services (India) Limited 

and a member of the Group constituted by the Reserve Bank of India to initially drivethe 

implementation and use of the Electronic Clearing system for corporate benefit payouts. She was an 

active member of the Registrars Association of India (RAIN). In 2007, Kashmira joined TATA Capital, as a 

part of the founding team. She set up and headed the Wealth Management business before moving on 

to head the Business Development Group. Kashmira has represented TATA Capital and has established 

associations with several government-promoted, international trade bodies from countries like Canada, 

UK, Australia, South East Asia, South Africa, Germany, Netherlands, Sri Lanka etc.  

Other positions   

• Chairperson of CII’s “Indian Women Network”, Maharashtra Chapter 

• Elected to the Western Region Council of CII (Confederation of Indian industry)  

• Chairperson of the Indo-Canadian Business Chamber (ICBC) - Maharashtra Regional Council 

• Managing Committee member of the TATA Sports Club.   

• Appointed to the “GlobalScots Network”, by the Scottish Government. 

• Independent Director  

In February 2015 Kashmira received the “Women Leadership Achievement Award” from the World 
Women Leadership Congress & Awards (India).  
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Sanjeev Mittal 

Managing Director & Country Head, India, Global Banking and Markets, Scotiabank 

Sanjeev is a seasoned banker with over 28 years of banking experience in progressive Senior roles with 
some of the largest Indian (SBI), European (BNP Paribas & ING Vysya) & presently Canadian (Scotia 
Bank). Sanjeev joined Bank of Nova Scotia (Called Scotiabank) in October 2011, and under his leadership 
Scotiabank was rated as ‘Best Bank in its category’ by leading business magazine, Business Today, in 
2012 and again in 2013. During 2014, he led the change in the Bank to align their Indian operations to 
GBM – Global Banking & Markets, in order to benefit the clients from expertise the bank has in this 
segment. Over the last 2 years, together with his team, he has been positioning the Bank as ‘Go to Bank’ 
for Canadian clients operating in India, or Indian clients wanting to do business in Canada. An engineer 
by qualifications from Indian Institute of Technology, (IIT) Roorkee – he has been an active member of 
ICBC (Indo Canada Business Chamber) for past 4 years, was on the board of MRC (Mumbai Regional 
council) for one year and has taken over as National President since September 2017. Scotiabank is the 
largest Canadian bank operating in India, currently with 3 branches in Delhi, Mumbai, & Bangalore. In 
addition, we are the largest importers of gold into India having received recognitions by various Gems & 
Jewellery promotion bodies for successive years. 
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His Excellency Nadir Patel 

High Commissioner for Canada to India 

Nadir Patel (BA, Wilfrid Laurier University, 1993; MBA, New York University, London School of 
Economics and Political Science and HEC Paris, 2009) began his career in 1990 at the Canada Customs 
and Revenue Agency, serving in progressively more senior positions in the agency’s offices in Kitchener-
Waterloo, Ottawa and Montréal. From 1997 to 2003, he served as departmental assistant to the 
minister, director of ministerial services, agency adviser to the minister and secretary to the Board of 
Management. In 2003, he transferred to the Privy Council Office, serving as chief of staff to the national 
security advisor to the prime minister, associate secretary to the Cabinet, and deputy minister to the 
deputy prime minister. From 2005 to 2006, he served as senior policy adviser to the clerk of the Privy 
Council and secretary to the Cabinet. In 2006, he was appointed by the minister of international trade 
and the minister of transport as Canada’s chief air negotiator. Mr. Patel served as consul general in 
Shanghai from 2009 to 2011. Until recently he served as assistant deputy minister for corporate 
planning, finance and information technology, and as chief financial officer at Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development Canada.  
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Sri Ramakrishnan 

Former Editor, ET NOW and Director, Atsuya Technologies 

Sri Ramakrishnan is former managing editor of ET NOW and is currently an entrepreneur with interests 

in digital media and the IoT. As a journalist and editor for more than 25 years, Sri worked in some of the 

leading newsrooms, including The Economic Times, Business Today, and the Washington Post in 

Washington, DC. Sri has been a keen observer of Canada-India relations, and has interviewed several 

Canadian dignitaries, including David Johnston, former governor general of Canada. Sri also serves on 

the board of the Alfred Friendly Foundation, a US-based non-profit that helps raise standards of 

journalism in developing countries. 
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KasiRao 

President and CEO, Canada-India Business Council 

Kasi Rao is the President and CEO of the Canada-India Business Council. He also was the Vice-President 
and Director for the Asia Pacific Foundation's Toronto Office (2013-2017). Kasi Rao is a consultant & 
advisor based in Toronto providing guidance on India related strategies. In this capacity he advises 
corporations, universities, think tanks, not-for-profit organizations, and, different levels of government. 
He is the Senior Advisor (India) to the law firm Bennett Jones. He was a member of the Government of 
Saskatchewan’s Asia Advisory Council. In 2005, he led a collaborative initiative relating to the 
automotive sector, as the founding Executive Director of the Beacon Project at the University of Ontario, 
Institute of Technology. Immediately prior to this he worked for three-and-half years as the Director, 
Office of the President and CEO at BMO Financial Group. At the University of Toronto, where he worked 
for seven years, Rao served in a twin-pronged role: Director of the Office of the President and Director 
of Government Relations. He worked for the Province of Ontario in various capacities over a period of 
five years: Senior Policy Advisor to the Ontario Government in New York, Policy Advisor to the Premier 
of Ontario, and, Special Assistant in Cabinet Office. He has a B.A from the University of Waterloo and an 
M.A from the University of Toronto. 
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Terrie Romano 

Counsellor - Commercial, Government of Ontario  

Ms. Terrie Romano most recently was with the Ontario Ministry of International Trade as the Director of 
the International Missions Secretariat, where she oversaw the International Missions Management Unit 
during the Premier’s trip to South Korea, Ministers’ Mission to UAE, as well as the establishment of the 
new Inbound Business Initiatives Unit. Ms. Romano has also served as Ontario’s SEO/CBS for 10 years in 
the Munich office co-located at the Canadian Consulate, leading the team of Locally Engaged Staff 
representing Ontario’s trade and investment interests in Germany by attracting investments, generating 
new business opportunities for Ontario companies, fostering research collaboration and raising 
Ontario's profile. Fluent in French, German and Italian, as a Canadian diplomat Ms. Romano was posted 
to Detroit and London, England and undertook a number of overseas assignments in Kenya, Denmark, 
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia. The holder of a Ph.D. from 
Yale University, Ms. Romano had a distinguished academic career that included time as an Assistant 
Professor at Queen’s School of Medicine in Kingston, a Visiting Scholar at Bielefeld University in 
Germany and a Visiting Scholar at Cambridge University in England, before she joined the Canadian 
Foreign Service. 
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Nigel Selig 

Chief Representative – India, Export Development Canada 

Nigel is an international development and finance professional with Export Development Canada (EDC). 
He has extensive experience in the field of corporate social responsibility, and as of mid-2017, was 
appointed EDC’s Chief Representative – India (Mumbai-based) within the corporation’s International 
Business Development Group. Through his work experiences, Nigel has participated in the successful 
closing of numerous financing and insurance transactions across the world. The sectors in which he has 
supported include, but are not limited to: mining; oil and gas; power; telecommunications; 
petrochemicals; transportation; and infrastructure. Nigel holds a M.A. from the University of Waterloo 
(2009) and a B.A. from Mount Allison University (2006). 
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 Rahul Sharma 

Managing Director & Counsellor (Commercial) Alberta , New Delhi Office 

 Rahul is the Managing Director and Counsellor Commercial for the Alberta India Office based at the 
High Commission of Canada in New Delhi, India. Rahul has been with the Government of Alberta since 
2001 working in various capacities from business planning, annual reporting to trade and investment 
development. He has been the lead for the Government of Alberta’s initiatives in India since 2006, and 
has worked on numerous trade missions and senior delegations to and from Alberta and India. In his 
role as Alberta’s Representative in India, Rahul and his team look after promoting the interest of Alberta 
companies in the Indian market, and offer assistance to Indian investors looking to explore Alberta’s 
safe, secure, and reliable investment climate. Rahul has a Bachelor’s of Science from the University of 
Alberta and a Masters in Business Administration from the University of Windsor. 
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Ravi Sinha 

Dean of Alumni & Corporate Relations and Professor of Civil Engineering, IIT-B 

Prof. Ravi Sinha is the Dean of Alumni & Corporate Relations and Professor of Civil Engineering at Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay in India. He completed his Bachelor of Technology from IIT Bombay, 
MS from Vanderbilt University, USA, and PhD from Northwestern University, USA. He has been a faculty 
member at IIT Bombay since 1992. Prof Sinha’s research work is in the area of Structural Engineering 
specializing in Earthquake Engineering and Disaster Risk Management. Prof. Sinha is also closely 
associated with policy-making related to disaster risk management. Prof. Sinha has chaired or served in 
several government panels in India. He has also served as a consultant to the World Bank for climate 
resilient cities program, and is a co-author of the World Bank’s Primer on Climate Resilient Cities. Prof. 
Sinha is a member of Maharashtra State Disaster Management Authority. He is a member of Bureau of 
Indian Standards committees responsible for standards dealing with earthquake safety and tall 
structures. He is also a consultant to a number of companies in India and abroad. 
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Margaret Skinner 

Director of Sales – EMEAI, Air Canada 

Ms. Margaret Skinner was appointed Director of Sales – EMEAI (Europe, Middle East, Africa and India), 
in March 2015. In this key strategic role, Margaret is responsible for developing and executing the 
overall sales and marketing plan for the entire EMEAI region. Ms. Skinner has more than 25 years of 
combined airline experience. Prior to joining Air Canada, she was Sales Manager UK and Ireland at 
American Airlines where she was responsible for the Sales and Distribution strategy across all channels; 
including Corporate Sales, Leisure Sales, Online and Direct Sales. She previously held leadership 
positions at US Airways again in sales and marketing, and at Canadian Airlines, leading the Corporate 
Sales team in the UK and Ireland.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


